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Math workshop helps grades

BY CHANCE GLASS AND DANNY BLAKELEY

Are you comfortable with tech-
nology? It is a known fact that tech-
nology changes very quickly. We
wanted to find out more about the
technology at Lacy, so we inter-
viewed some teachers and students
to find answers to our questions.

We asked Mrs. Kay Harrison, our
technology coordinator, her
thoughts on technology. She said,
“Technology is the future, and Lacy
students need to be prepared for the
future. They need to have the op-
portunity to excel in their lives.”

We also wanted to know when
Lacy Elementary began using tech-
nology. Ms. Kay said, “Fifteen or six-
teen years ago we got our first
computer lab with the aid of  a
grant. We were the first elementary
school in the district to buy a
modem and connect with the out-
side world.” We also wanted to
know how the teachers felt about

the use of  technology. She said,
“The teachers use it as a good tool
to help children learn. They like to
use technology because of  the re-
sources available to help with their
teaching.”

In addition, we talked to some of
our classmates about how technol-
ogy helps them learn. Sean Barrick
said, “It helps me with my reading
and math, and it is fun.” Tyler Har-
rison said, “Technology helps me
with my reading, math, and writ-
ing.” Another student, Amber
Pogue, said, “It helps me search for
new words.” Finally, Takeiyah Wil-
son said, “Technology helps me
catch up with my assignments and
with my homework.”

In conclusion, technology is here
to stay. It is a part of  today’s world
and in many ways, it entertains us.
Technology helps us to learn in a
fun and different way. However, it is
also important to remember that
nothing can replace hard work and

that is our responsibility as stu-
dents. 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Fifth-grade student, Jeffrey Powell, practices
math using the iPad in Mrs. Walden’s class.

PHOTO PROVIDED

From top to bottom, fifth-graders Kody Bush and Alex Larkins are working on  individualized math skills during Math Workshop.  

BY SEAN BARRICK, ALYSSA CARDWELL 
AND PHILLIP MUDD

Have you ever had a good and
caring principal? Well, we do,
and his name is Chris Bentzel.
He is hard working and supports
us in whatever we do in school as
well as outside of  school. If  you
read on, you will find out many
unusual and important facts
about our principal. We discov-
ered a lot that we did not know
when we interviewed Mr.
Bentzel.

Mr. Bentzel was born in Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania, and lived
there until he was seventeen.
After graduating from high
school at the age of  17, he at-
tended college at Elizabethtown
College in Pennsylvania. He
graduated from college at the age
of  21, but was not ready to teach,
so he worked for a construction
company for a year.

After working construction for
a year, he decided to join the
army. He told us he joined the
army to help pay off  his school
notes, and his father had served
in the 101st squad in Fort Camp-
bell. He was stationed at Fort
Bragg in North Carolina and
then in 1998, he went to Flight
School in Alabama. He was a hel-

icopter pilot and flew Black-
hawks. He then went to Korea for
one year, and in 2000, he was sta-
tioned at Fort Campbell.

In 2001 he met his wife, Kelly,
and married her the next year.
They made Hopkinsville their
home, and in 2005, he resigned
from the army to be home with
his family. In August of  2005, he
started teaching at Belmont Ele-
mentary. 

He taught there for four years
and then became the principal at
Lacy Elementary. This is his
third year.

We asked him why he wanted
to be a teacher. He said, “I like
working with younger kids. I’ve
always wanted to be a principal,
and I like challenges. I am a
hands-on principal.” We then
asked him why he wanted to be a
principal at Lacy. “I like the coun-
try setting, and the job came
open,” he explained.

Mr. Bentzel came all the way
from Pennsylvania to Hop-
kinsville and is now our princi-
pal. He always knew he wanted to
be a principal, and we are so glad
to have him here. All of  us know
that he cares about us and wants
us to be successful in life. Thank
you, Mr. B.! We will miss you
when we go to middle school.

The fantastic life of Mr. Bentzel

Coordinator shares school’s computer history 
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BY TYLER THOMAS

Since I am a member of  the Green Team, the
school’s energy saving and recycling team, I de-
cided to write about Lacy Elementary being an
Energy Star School. We were the 99th school in
Kentucky to receive our Energy Star status. For
those who don’t know what this program is, it is
a government-backed, voluntary program to help
protect the environment through superior energy
performance by providing energy-efficient solu-
tions.

Energy costs are the second largest operating
expense for a typical school district. They are
more than the cost of  computers and textbooks
combined. It has been found that reductions of  10
percent in energy use can be possible with little
or no cost. Lacy Elementary wanted to become a
Energy Star School to save money.

This is a two year program. Christian County

started this initiative, and our school became a
part of  it. We applied for the program, and when
we had achieved the 75th percentile of  energy ef-
ficiency, we were given the Energy Star label. Our
school is very energy conscious. We turn off  the
lights in our classrooms when we leave, as well as
turn the lights off  in the hallways at night. We
also recycle as much as we can. Mr. Bob Valen-
tine, Energy Manager for Christian County Pub-
lic Schools, said, “By choosing to use our
resources wisely now, we are setting an example

that will reap benefits for years to come.” As of
March 1, 2010, Kentucky has 118 schools that have
achieved the Energy Star label. 

The school saves money by taking the steps that
I have already mentioned. We work to reduce our
electric and gas bills. Mr. Valentine keeps up with
the amount the school has saved on those two bills
and then Lacy receives the difference. As of  the
end of  November, we had saved almost $7,000.00!
The Christian County Board of  Education voted
to give schools that are Green Team schools the
amount of  money they saved to go for educational
purposes. 

All in all, it has not taken a lot of  time or effort
to save money or energy. It has been more of  a
thinking process to remember to turn off  the
lights when leaving the classroom, recycling any-
thing that can be recycled, and to turn the heat
down. The money saved goes to help us. It is a
win-win situation for everyone involved.

Lacy saves energy, money as Energy Star School

PHOTO BY TYLER THOMAS 

This plaque hangs on the outside of Lacy Ele-
mentary School designating it as an Energy Star
School. 

INSIDE:
Green team strikes again!
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BY J.P. ELKINS

When walking into Lacy Elemen-
tary School, you can see the walls
are decorated with many pieces of
art from the students at Lacy. I am a
member of  the Art Club, and I de-
cided to write about art in our
school because I think it is impor-
tant. 

Mrs. Gaylon is our art teacher and
this is her second year to teach the
classes. She is also the Art Club
sponsor. The club meets on Thurs-
day afternoons from 2:15-4:00, and
anyone in the school can join this
club. I asked Mrs. Gaylon if  the club
had any art shows. She said, “Yes,
the Pennyrile Arts Council spon-
sors an art show for all the elemen-
tary schools. Also the Christian
County Board of  Education spon-
sors an art show for students in
grades 3-5.”

I wanted to know how Mrs. 

On display: Students’ works of art

PHOTO BY JP ELKINS

Art work created by students is proudly dis-
played at Lacy Elementary.

BY MICHAEL ELKINS AND ERIC HINES

A living museum is an attraction that focuses on pre-
senting art and history live. This type of  presentation
has been found to help students learn and comprehend
history better rather than just reading about it. One of
the best known living museums is in Williamsburg,
Virginia. A living museum presents an accurate pic-
ture of  what life was like in a certain time period. These
museums provide hands-on learning.

Lacy Elementary 5th grade students will be perform-
ing in a Living Museum sometime at the end of  March
or the beginning of  April, definitely sometime before
spring testing. The art teacher, Mrs. Gaylon, and the
music teacher, Ms. Mary, will be the directors of  the
program. We asked Ms. Mary why we were doing the
Living Museum. She said, “Mrs. Gaylon and I wanted to
review drama and social studies. We felt this would be

a fun activity, and I have always wanted to do a Living
Museum.”

We also asked Ms. Mary how the parts would be de-
cided. She said, “The parts will be equal to all the fifth
graders. Some will be acting, some will be directing,

“I love it when everything comes
together. We will be able to see history
from a student’s perspective.”

Mrs. Gaylon
Art teacher �

COMING SOON: All about the living museum

BY SEBRINA HODGE

Memories are accord-
ing to the Webster’s
Dictionary, “the
power or process of
remembering; the
act of  remember-
ing.” When I
began to think of  a
topic for my arti-
cle, I thought about
all my years at Lacy.
I even went to pre-
school here, so I decided
to have my classmates give
me one memory from their
years here at Lacy. I asked the fifth

grade students who had been at
Lacy since they had started

school to write down
that special memory. I

found some were
similar and others
were unique.

Eric Hines’ mem-
ory was being able
to make 561 laps in
gym as well as play-

ing Kinect in the
gym. Tyler Harri-

son’s memory was the
day he gave Mrs. Self,

his favorite substitute, a

Children share their memories

mem·o·ry
Noun:

1. A person's power to
remember things: “I’ve a
great memory for faces.”

2. The power of the
mind to remember

things: “the brain re-
gions responsible for

memory.”

SEE DISPLAY, PAGE 2

SEE COMING, PAGE 2

SEE MEMORIES, PAGE 2
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and some will make props.”
She explained that the acts will
be a tableau, and the actors
will freeze on stage at different
parts of  the program. One of
the actors will explain the
scene in history that has just
been presented. Mrs. Gaylon
said, “I love it when everything
comes together. We will be able
to see history from a student’s
perspective.” Ms. Mary said, “I
am excited and ready to do the
museum.”

The Living Museum is one
of  the most exciting things
that has happened for students
interested or involved with
history. People watching will
get a better idea of  how people
lived and worked years ago.
Since the fifth grade will be
taking a social students test in
the spring, this activity will
help us as we learn the mate-
rial to get ready for the test. By
reading and studying the time
period and then acting it out,
history will be more real to us.

We are all excited about the
Living Museum. We will be
making the props, studying
our parts, and working to
make it successful. This will be
a great activity for all fifth
graders because we will learn
how the colonists lived during
the Revolutionary War. 

FROM PAGE 1

hug. They got tangled up, fell in the floor, and then laughed
really hard. Another student, Amber Pogue, remembers
the Fall Festivals. She liked playing games, winning prizes,
face painting, and the time playing duck pond when she
made 16 points and won a water spraying fan. Also Alyssa
Cardwell’s favorite memory was meeting her best friend in
kindergarten and still being friends with me in fifth grade.

Next, Lynzee Lacy said, “The cool memory is that some
people have been with me ever since preschool, all the way
up to fifth grade where I am at now.” Jenna Humphries re-
membered, “I was always the last person to wake up at nap
time in kindergarten. Everyone would try to wake me up
by yelling, pushing, and shoving, but the only person who
could wake me up was the teacher.”  Tyler Thomas will al-
ways remember the last week of  every school year. His
memories are of  the games that were usually played in the
school halls and the bouncers that were in the gym. Sadie
Edwards’ memory was more specific. “I remember in our
rewards program the time that we threw jello at Mrs. Liv-
ingston and then threw pies at Ms. Annette. It was so
funny!”

However, some of  our memories were on a more serious
note. Arianna Cook remembers two years ago when we
made a 17 point gain in the spring testing. Mr. B. gave us an
hour to play, and it was so exciting. Kyronda Sharp goes all
the way back to kindergarten. She remembers meeting all
the kids and asking, “Do you want to be friends?” She also
said, “I’ve been at Lacy for six years and loved every
minute. The best part was meeting all my friends.” My own
personal memory was all the years when Mrs. Livingston
was at Lacy. We always hugged her. We always knew she
cared about us, and we miss her. 

Finally, McKenzie Gally reflected on her years at Lacy El-
ementary. “My favorite memory is all the teachers. They
were always so kind, like mothers to us, especially Mrs.
Kay. She is our “Mother Hen.” I will always remember Mrs.
Annette’s warm smile and hug each day and also Mr. B. en-
couraging us to always go above and beyond. Last, but not
least, I remember Mrs. Sherry Covington who welcomed
‘brave’ me and my crying mother the first day of  school.
I’ll never forget her. She will always hold a special place in
my heart. I will always love Mrs. Sherry.” 

I believe that all of  us feel the same way about Lacy Ele-
mentary. We have had some difficult, but fulfilling years.
We will miss our school, but we are ready for our future.

FROM PAGE 1

Gaylon decided about projects for
each grade. She
told me she fol-
lowed the Chris-
tian County
curriculum map
and guidelines.
Her classes also go
along with the
core content for
each grade. Some
of  the projects that
are done are as fol-
lows: painting
landscapes, mak-
ing masks, draw-
ing portraits and
still life, and doing
fiber art projects
such as weaving
and needlepoint.

In our interview,
I asked Mrs. Gay-
lon what was her favorite form of
art. She told me that she loves all

forms of  art. She said, “Art is
therapeutic because even if  you
cannot draw, it is fun and calm-

ing.” I also asked
her what she did
with the projects
when they were fin-
ished. 

She said, “Each
student does a re-
flection on his own
work. The students
then take their proj-
ects home. Some of
them will be shown
at the district art
show in the spring.”

I think art is fun
and a good way to
learn. I enjoy mak-
ing the projects and
look forward to
going to art class
every time. I enjoy
the art shows too

and encourage others to join the
Art Club and get involved.

BY KIARA THOMPSON

In the spring of  each year, there is one certain ac-
tivity that will take place in schools across Kentucky.
That is the KPREP test, which was known as the
KCCT test in previous years. This test is important
because it shows a school’s growth from one year to
the next. It will show an individual student’s
progress as well.

In preparing for the KPREP test, I talked to Mrs.
Marilyn Felts, our guidance counselor. I asked her
how she felt about the test. She said, “I am excited
about the newness of
the test. However, I am
a little anxious be-
cause of  what we don’t
know.” Mrs. Felts also
told me the testing
window is April 30-
May 17, but it could
change if  we have
snow days. The test re-
sults usually come in
August or September,
but this year it may
take longer because it
is a new test.

I also asked her what
she felt our goal should be. She said, “It is hard to set
a number goal. However, what we want to see is all
students making gains or growth.” I asked her what
she felt Mr. B should do if  we meet our goals. She
said, “I think he should sleep on the roof  which was
the reward for last year if  we had met our goal.” I
asked her what she had to do before we tested. She
said, “I go for training before testing begins. When
the testing booklets come in, I get the books ready. I
make sure every student in grades 3-5 has a booklet
with a test number on it and that their information is
correct. On the day of  the test, I make sure all mate-
rial for the testing is ready. I deliver the tests to the
teachers, pick them up when finished, and lock the
tests up until testing is done.” Mrs. Felts has a lot to
do for our testing.

I wanted to know a teacher’s perspective so I asked
Ms. Heather Chlupsa, the 4th grade reading teacher.
I asked her how she felt about the KPREP test. She
said, “I think it is a great way to show student
growth.” I then asked her what she was doing in her
classroom to prepare her students for the test. She
said, “I practice vocabulary and use test taking
strategies with my students.” Ms. Chlupsa wants all
her students to be proficient or distinguished. I ended
our interview with the question, “What do you think

is the best way to prepare for the test?” She said,
“Know content, give your best, and use test taking
strategies.”

Finally, I asked two students in the fifth grade about
testing. I asked Alyssa Cardwell what her thoughts
on testing were. She said, “To get ready for testing, I
study and listen in class. I feel really good about tak-
ing the test, and I think our goal should be 120.” 

Another student, Michael Elkins, said, “When I get
ready for testing, I listen to the teacher during class.”
Another thing he said was, “I feel pretty good about
the KPREP; it doesn’t scare me. I think our goal
should be 115.”

There is one thing for sure. Lacy students will be
taking the KPREP test at the end of  school. The
teachers, the students, and the staff  are working hard
each day. When the test comes, we will be ready and
prepared. 

Students, teachers get ready for KPREP

“I think it is a
great way to
show student
growth.”

Heather Chlupsa
Fourth-grade reading teacher n
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Third-grade students, Tyler Daley and Trevor Cummins, learn about
fractions while creating trail mix. This is just one activity that helps
prepare students for the KPrep test in the spring.  

COMING:
All about
the living 
museum

PHOTO BY JP ELKINS

Student art work decorates the halls of Lacy Elementary.  

DISPLAY: Students’ work of art

“Art is
therapeutic
because even if
you cannot draw,
it is fun and
calming.”

Mrs. Gaylon
Art teacher n

MEMORIES: Children share

BY JERRI FUTRELL

Lacy has many outstand-
ing qualities. However, one
of  the most important parts
of  Lacy is the teachers.
Some of  our new teachers
were interviewed for the
fall edition of  the Lacy
Ledger, and I wanted to in-
terview another one of  our
new teachers, Ms. Amanda
Melton, for this edition.

When I interviewed Ms.
Melton, I found she went to
high school at Murray High
and then went on to college
at Murray State University.
Last spring she worked as a
remedial reading teacher at
Belmont Elementary. How-
ever, this is her first year in
the classroom. She teaches
first grade math.

I asked her why she be-
came a teacher. She said, “I
love kids. There are a lot of
teachers in my family too.”
I also asked her why she
chose to teach at Lacy Ele-
mentary. She told me, “I
liked the school. I love the
atmosphere and how Mr.
Bentzel focuses on the stu-
dents. He truly cares about
Lacy’s students.” She also
said, “Everybody in the

school supports me, and
Mrs. Shearon has been a
huge help to me.” Ms.
Melton is not married, and
she lives in Hopkinsville.

Ms. Melton has also be-
come a part of  the newly
formed club, the Lacy Math
Cats CSI. She is helping
Mrs. Caudle, the math
coach, with this new pro-
gram. This club started in
the month of  February and
is problem based learning
with a theme. The way the
club works is that it has a
situation, a mystery is in-
volved, and the students
must solve it with the math
clues that they gather. The
name of  the adventure is
“Who Stole the Cookie from
the Cookie Jar?” The detec-
tive work will last until the
end of  April when the mys-
tery will be solved, and the
“thief” will be identified. It
is a fun activity with many
other people involved as
well. 

In conclusion, Ms. Melton
was very nice and helpful
when I interviewed her. I
hope she has a good year
and will stay at Lacy for
many years. We welcome
her to the Lacy family. 

PHOTO BY LINDA CAUDLE

Ms. Amanda Melton works with Jason Buckley and Jaden Ogburn during
the Math Cats CSI investigation. 

New teacher: Ms. Melton
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BY ABIGAIL HONE

Do you recycle? Did you
know that recycling reduces
the need for landfills and in-
cineration? Recycling also
helps sustain the environ-
ment for future generations.
Students and staff  at Lacy
Elementary want to do their
part in taking care of  our
community.

At Lacy Elementary, we
have a Green Team. The
Green Team helps the
school to save energy by
turning out the lights, turn-
ing off  computers, and
turning down the heat and
turning up the air condi-
tioning at the end of  each
day. This group is composed
of  students from the fourth
and fifth grades. In order to
become a member of  the
team, you must submit a let-
ter stating why you are in-
terested. The sponsors are
Mrs. Cathcart, Mrs. Devin,
and Mrs. Beth. We meet
twice a month on Tuesdays
from 2:30-4:00. Mrs. Devin
said, “I became a part of
Green Team to recycle on a
larger scale. We recycle at
home, and school is a great
place to recycle too.”

At Lacy we recycle many
items. We recycle Capri Sun
packages, aluminum cans,
plastic bottles, and every-

thing that can be recycled.
The tools we use are a
dumpster, baskets, and lots,
I mean lots, of  plastic
gloves. The dumpster is di-
vided into four compart-
ments. One is for cardboard,
one for metal cans, one for
plastic, and one for paper.
Also anyone in the commu-
nity may use the dumpster
for their recycling efforts
too.

We use the baskets for the
Capri Sun packages that the
students drink at lunch.
They put the empty con-
tainers in the basket and
that’s when the Green Team
goes into action. We bundle
them into groups of  twenty-
five with rubber bands.
Then we take them to the re-
cycling center and get
money.

The county recycling cen-
ter comes out each week
and empties the dumpster
with all the items we have
recycled. 

The money we receive
from recycling the empty
Capri Suns goes to the
Green Team for some of  its
supplies, and the remainder
goes into school funding to
help with activities in the
school.

Now you know what Lacy
Elementary does to recycle.
I hope you decide to recycle

too because we all need to
get involved to improve our
environment for future gen-

erations. 
So grab some trash bags

and get to bagging!

Lacy’s Green Team has struck again

PHOTO BY KATIE ROSS

Beth Hayes,  one of the sponsors of Lacy’s Green Team, helps Tyler Harri-
son, Sadie Edwards and Tyler Thomas sort the recycled items into their
proper bins to be picked up.

BY DEVAN POWELL

Lacy Elementary has
many safety features at the
school. However, there is a
new one as of  fall break.
When we came back from
break, I walked into a new
door that had never been
there before. It is a new
part of  the security at our
school. The door is in the
lobby right before you go
into the first hall.

I decided after I watched
many people having a
hard time opening the
door that I wanted to know
why we had it. So I inter-
viewed Mr. Bentzel, our
principal, to answer some
of  my questions.

My first question was
about why the door was
put up now. He said, “It’s
for the safety of  the stu-
dents. We don’t want peo-
ple to walk around the
school without checking
in the office.” He also told
me he had been wanting
the security door for two
years, and he was glad to
finally have it put in the
school. I also asked him
who had keys for the door.
Mr. Bentzel said, “All
teachers and staff  at Lacy,
anybody that works here.”
He also said that at the end
of  this year or by next
year, he hopes to have key-
less entry. This means the
staff  would have a card to

scan and that would open
the front door as well as
the security door.

The security door is
locked from 7:20-2:20, the
hours of  school. If  a stu-
dent is tardy, they have to
check into the front office
before they can go to class.
The front office has a wire-
less receiver lock that they
can open the door for stu-
dents or for individuals
who have checked into the
office so they can go down
the halls.

Mr. Bentzel said, “The
teachers do not like the
door.” I have seen many
teachers have a hard time
unlocking the door. One
time Mrs. Ginn worked
and worked, but she could-
n’t get it unlocked. Ms.
Mary came out of  the li-
brary and opened it for
her. I think Ms. Mary has
done that a lot. The teach-
ers are getting used to it
now and probably by the
time they get used to it,
there will be a keyless
lock.

Even though the door
has been difficult to open
for some people, there was
a good reason for in-
stalling it here. Mr. Bentzel
always wants the students
and staff  at Lacy to be safe,
and he will do everything
that is needed to make
sure we are. So I guess the
door is here to stay!

Security door installed

BY TYLER HARRISON

STLP clubs from all over Christian
County and the surrounding dis-
tricts competed at Murray State Uni-
versity on Tuesday, December 13. The
purpose of  the showcase was for stu-
dents to demonstrate skills that are
designed to support and extend au-
thentic learning. The teams can
choose from one of  three types of
showcase projects to present. They
are as follows: Community Service,
projects that extend outside the class-
room to help the community and
school; Instructional, projects that
impact classroom instruction and
help in student or adult learning; and
Technical Expertise, projects that are
specific to the use of  hardware and
software or STEM topics.

Lacy Elementary competed with a
Community Service project that had
the assistance of  the Lacy Voluntary
Fire Department. We had to present
our project in front of  a big audience.
We put together first aid kits and pet
kits with food and water to aid people
in a natural disaster. We also created
a monthly newspaper to inform the
community what to do in case of  an
emergency such as ice storms, torna-

does, and other natural disasters.
These newsletters can be picked up at
Ms. Lisa’s, Woody’s, or local churches.
A website with information on this
project can be seen on the Christian
County website.

This is just the beginning of  this
project. The next step is having com-
munity meetings, an open forum, and
teaching older members of  the com-
munity to use available technology,
such as computers and cell phones, in
the case of  an emergency. Another
goal is to set up a web page with the
members of  the community and their
contact information. In case of  an
emergency, someone would be able to
contact them. The opportunities are
endless for this project.

The emergency kits required
money to put them together, since
they were free to the community. The
club sold beverage tumblers to make
money. We made $620.00 to purchase
the items that we placed in the emer-
gency kits. In addition, the Red Cross
and Randy Graham, head of  the
Christian County Disaster Relief  Pro-
gram, donated some of  the items for
us to put in the kits.Students repre-
senting Lacy at the STLP fall show-
case were Tyler Harrison, McKenzie

Gally, Harlee Lehman, and Mary
Kristen Campbell. Also, Tyler
Thomas was a member of  the Chris-
tian County High School team. 

The teams had a limited time to ex-
plain their projects, but we could use
visual aids to demonstrate and ex-
plain what we had done. At the end,
the judges asked us many questions
about the presentation. There were
102 schools that competed from all
grade levels. When the points were
added, Lacy Elementary had a perfect
score of  118, which was the highest
score of  any elementary school in our
district that attended regionals. We
had won!

Attending this event was a big deal
for all of  us. This showcase gave us a
real audience to our learning and will
help to prepare us with the skills
needed for the 21st Century. 

Since we won the Fall Showcase, we
are now eligible for the state competi-
tion. We will be attending the seventh
annual STLP State Championship at
Lexington on Thursday, March 22.
The competition will take place at the
Lexington Convention Center and
Rupp Arena.  We have worked hard
and will be ready when we go to Lex-
ington. 

Lacy students compete in STLP showcase

BY JONATHAN SATURLEY

Many of  us do not think
about our teachers doing
anything else except
teaching. I did a little in-
vestigating and discovered
some interesting facts
about some of  the teachers
and staff  at Lacy Elemen-
tary School. I am going to
share some of  the infor-
mation that I learned with
you.

I learned that Mrs.
Lamirande showed horses
when she was in school
and that she got married a
year ago. Also I found that
Mrs. Olp does prison min-
istries with her husband.
She helped with a pro-
gram called “Celebrate
Life” at the WKCC in Octo-
ber.

The third teacher I am
going to talk about is Mrs.
Natalie Allen. She has a
wasp’s nest in her room.
However, she is allergic to
wasps! I found that our
new fifth grade teacher,
Mrs. Walden, raised
horses and even did barrel
racing when she was ten
years old. In college, she
was homecoming queen
attendant for her dorm
while she attended East-
ern Illinois University.

The bookkeeper’s office
is decorated with items

from Paris. Mrs. Diana
Hight went to Paris when
she was sixteen and loved
it so that is why there are
collectables from Paris in
her office. Our principal,
Mr. Bentzel, was in the
United States Army before
he started teaching. Mr. B.
encourages us and expects
us to come to school pre-
pared to learn just like he
did in the army.

I also discovered that
Mrs. Katie Ross drives the
most environmentally
friendly car. She drives a
red 2007 Toyota Prius. Her
car runs on gas and bat-
tery. When it gets above 40-
45 mph, it uses gas, and at
the same time, it is charg-
ing the battery. When the
car gets below 40 mph, it
uses the battery so it saves
gas. Ms. Conrad, on the
other hand, drives a 2005
PT Chrysler Cruiser con-
vertible. She gets great gas
mileage too, except when
she goes fast. Then, the
turbo engine kicks in, and
it is not fuel efficient at
that time. Her car can go
from 0-60 miles per hour in
5.1 seconds.

I hope you have enjoyed
reading the interesting
facts about some of  our
teachers and staff  at Lacy
Elementary. I know I have!

Learn some interesting
facts about Lacy staff

BY TERISSA STEWART 
AND JOSH BAILEY

Do you know what goes
on in the front office every
day? We decided to inter-
view Mrs. Annette and
Mrs. Diana to find out what
goes on each day. We had
several questions for these
ladies, and they graciously
answered all of  them for
us.

We began by asking Mrs.
Annette what time her day
started. She said, “My day
technically begins at 7:15,
but I usually get here ear-
lier.” Next, we asked her
about her responsibilities
at school. She had a long
list of  jobs that she does.
She told us, “I have the best
job ever-it is the best kept
secret.” She is the school’s
receptionist. She is in
charge of  communication,
and she also assists with

transportation. She is our
overall PR person. There
are many assignments
under each of  these job de-
scriptions. It was very
clear Mrs. Annette had
many roles in the school.

Mrs. Annette has been at
Lacy Elementary for six-
teen years, eleven as the re-
ceptionist. Her job title is
Clerical Assistant 1. We
asked her what her favorite
part of  the day was. She
said, “I am blessed to work
with Mrs. Diana and Mr. B.
in addition to the teachers
and students. There is good
stuff  all day. I love the
whole day. The only sad
part is when a student
leaves, and I have to get the
records done.” She ended
by saying, “I think I have
the best job in the whole
school because I love every-
thing about my job. I look
forward each day coming

to work because this is the
best school in the district
with the best students.”

The other lady in the
front office is Mrs. Diana
Hight. Mrs. Diana worked
at Holiday Elementary for
six years and has been the
secretary at Lacy Elemen-
tary for seven years. She
begins her day at 7:15 and
is supposed to end at 3:15,
but most days it is 4:00 or
later. Her official title is
bookkeeper. She, just like
Mrs. Annette, has many
duties. She does the atten-
dance, payroll, bookkeep-
ing, professional
development for teachers,
Infinite Campus, and a va-
riety of  other miscella-
neous jobs. No day is the
same. Her day could be de-
scribed as diverse. Almost
every day is interrupted
with a question from either
teachers or students, and
she willingly helps us all.
Mrs. Diana said, “My job is
to help make each day run

smoothly,” and we think
she does.

Mrs. Diana also creates
student’s schedules and
places new students in the
classroom.  She works dur-
ing the summer with Mr.
Bentzel on the teachers’
schedules. They make the
schedule for specials,
lunch, classes, and coordi-
nate the activities through-
out the year in a calendar.
Mrs. Diana’s favorite thing
in the day is getting hugs
or smiles from the stu-
dents. She said, “I love
coming to my job every
day.”

After interviewing these
two ladies, we found they
both wore “many hats”.
Mrs. Annette and Mrs.
Diana are both very impor-
tant to our school. We
would have a hard time if
they were not here, and we
appreciate everything they
do for us and everyone else.
Thank you, Mrs. Annette
and Mrs. Diana.

What goes on in the front office
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Lacy’s new security doors help ensure that students and staff are safe.
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News from
the newbie

BY HARLEE LEHMAN

If  you have ever attended
more than one school, you
know that all schools are
different. For me, I had only
attended one elementary
until this year. I had gone to
Sinking Fork Elementary
since preschool. Now I go to
Lacy Elementary, and I
have a few observations.

There are a few differ-
ences between the two
schools even though they
are in the same county. The
first difference is what I am
doing at this time and that
is being a part of  the Lacy
Ledger. At Sinking Fork we
did not have a project like
this, and I am so glad I was
able to be a part of  such an
experience.

Another difference be-
tween the two schools is the
technology that is available.
At Sinking Fork there was
not as much technology
available for the students or
the teachers. In this day
and age, technology is ex-
tremely important, and it
helps students learn in an-
other way. There is so much
for us here at Lacy, and I
think that is a good thing.

Concerning the buildings
themselves, Lacy Elemen-
tary is definitely much
older than Sinking Fork.
Sinking Fork Elementary is
only nine years old, and
Lacy Elementary’s last ren-
ovation was in 1985. The
school has burned twice
but still has some of  its
original structure.

At Sinking Fork, we had a
female principal the whole
time I was there. At Lacy,
we have Mr. Bentzel. It is
different having a male
principal, but I like it. We
also have more opportuni-
ties for being in clubs. Lacy
has a few more clubs, and I
enjoy being a part of  some
of  them.

Last, I want to discuss the
hallways in both schools.
Here at Lacy we have paws.
By paws, I mean animal
hands. The reason we call
them paws is because we
are Wildcats. Wildcats have
paws, not hands. We have
these on each side of  the
hallway. There are red paws
where we are to stop. At
Sinking Fork, we had
squares on both sides of  the
hall.

The school itself  is much
bigger at Sinking Fork.
There is a separate gym
and cafeteria. At Lacy, the
cafeteria serves as a gym
too. This sometimes is hard
when we have several activ-
ities going on at the school.
Lacy also has 100 more stu-
dents this year than they
did last year, and we are
running out of  space. Both
schools, however, have
something that I really
enjoy and that is their fall
festivals.

As you can tell, there are
differences between these
two elementary schools.
However, I like both of
these schools and have en-
joyed making new friends
at Lacy. This experience has
probably helped me as I
prepare to go to the middle
school next year. Both
schools are great, and I en-
joyed being a Panther just
as I have enjoyed being a
Wildcat!
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BY JAIME BROWN

Are you aware of  how much tech-
nology is available to students in
Christian County, especially at Lacy
Elementary? There is a program in
place in our district that is designed to
help students. It is known as STLP,
Student Technology Leadership Pro-
gram. STLP was established in 1994 by
the STLP State Advisory Council and
is open to all students in all grade lev-
els. Student-designed projects and
services are created to help the school
and community. The mission of  the
Student Technology Leadership Pro-
gram is “to advance individual capa-
bilities; to motivate all students; and
to create leadership opportunities
through the use of  technology.”

Each school has their own school co-
ordinator and ours is Mrs. Lindsey
Howell. The district also has a coordi-
nator and that is Mrs. Kay Harrison,
who is also our technology teacher at
Lacy Elementary. There are six goals
for a STLP Program. The first goal is
that STLP will develop activities
which enhance the academic, social,
and emotional growth of  the student.
The second goal is that STLP will pro-
vide leadership opportunities for all
students. The third goal is that STLP
will participate in multi-age collabo-
ration by forming innovative learning
partnerships. The fourth goal is that
STLP will form learning partnerships
among students with different tech-
nology skills. The fifth goal is STLP
will develop activities which benefit
communities. The final goal is that
STLP will develop instructional activ-
ities which integrate technology and
benefit the school as well as support
KETS, Kentucky Education Technol-

ogy System. 
The purpose of  STLP is to help stu-

dents in creating projects, products,
and services. These should be meeting
the six STLP goals. All goals should
develop students’ leadership and help
students gain 21st Century skills as
well as meet ISTE, Student Technol-
ogy Standards Skills, in the Kentucky
Technology Program of  Studies. Stu-
dents in STLP are the mentors for
other students, teachers, and commu-
nity persons. 

They are to assist others that are not
as comfortable with old or new tech-
nology. STLP helps students with the
ability to create projects, products,
and service to build leadership skills,
develop technology and digital citi-

zenship skills, and to help students
achieve.

All sixteen schools in the Christian
County school district are gold
schools. However, Lacy has now
reached the highest level in the state,
which is the platinum level. Schools
must apply for a gold, silver, or plat-
inum status by submitting slides on
projects, products, or services that
meet the six goals.

In conclusion, STLP has been help-
ful to me in my use of  technology at
school as well as home. I would en-
courage all students to become in-
volved in STLP because you will learn
new technology. Get involved and
move into the 21st Century with the
skills of  technology that are needed. 

STLP helps students use technology
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Members of Lacy’s STLP program: Front row (from left to right): Nataleigh Sinclair, Jaden Ogburn,
Tana Hight, Mary Kristen Campbell, Eric Hines. Middle row (from left to right):  Nick Morgan, John
Tyler Schmitt, Tyler Thomas, Jerri Futrell, Emilee Dragoo, Sponsor Mrs. Lindsey Howell. Back row
(from left to right):  Tyler Harrison, Jaime Brown, Harlee Lehman, McKenzie Gally, Sadie Edwards,
Kody Bush.

BY TYQUAISHA DAVIS

Did you know that
only one door in a
public school is un-
locked during regular
school hours each
day? Did you also
know that this is a
state law? I did not
until I talked to Mr.
Bentzel about school
safety. I wanted to
know more about
safety in our school,
so I did some investi-
gating.

I asked Mr. Bentzel
why we had cameras
in the hallways and
outside of  the school.
He said, “There are
two reasons. One is
for students’ safety,
and the other reason
is for discipline.”
There are sixteen
cameras total at Lacy
Elementary, seven
outside of  the build-
ing and nine on the in-
side. The cameras on
the outside are to stop
people from dumping
their trash in the
school’s dumpster
and to prevent vandal-
ism.

The cameras are on
24 hours a day. They
can also be rewound
for one month if  it is
necessary. Mr. Bentzel
can also see what is
going on at school
through the cameras
because he has an app
on his I-phone that
lets him see what is
going on even when
he is not at school.

I also found that
state law requires
schools to have a fire
drill once a month.
We are also required
to have a tornado and
an earthquake drill
each semester. How-
ever, we practice each
drill periodically to
make sure that we all
know what to do. Mr.
B. wants everybody
safe, and we practice
to make sure that
everybody in the
school knows what to
do in case of  an emer-
gency.

Another means of
safety is the school’s
fire extinguishers.
They are at various
places in the school on
the walls just in case a
fire starts somewhere.
This year each
teacher also has a
safety bag. Every time
there is a drill and we
leave the building, the
teacher takes her bag.
Inside of  the bag is a
flashlight, a first aid
kit, a copy of  the
school’s crisis plan, a
class roster, and con-
tact information for
each student in the
class.

Safety is an impor-
tant issue at Lacy Ele-
mentary and in Mr.
Bentzel’s book. He
said, “Safety is num-
ber one in the school
because if  you do not
feel safe, you cannot
learn.” I agree with
Mr. Bentzel, and I
think everyone at
Lacy feels safe. That is
why safety is impor-
tant. 

Safety is
important

BY AMBER POGUE AND TAKEIYAH WILSON

In 1850 the land where Lacy
School is built was owned by
Samuel Word. The land was
owned by the family until 1937.
The school was built, and school
opened in the fall of  1939. There
were four one room schools that
consolidated to make Lacy
School, and they were as follows:
Carl, Dogwood, Fruit Hill, and
Bluff  Spring.

Lacy School received its name
from the Lacy family who came
to Christian County, Kentucky,
in 1796, which was the same year
the county was formed. A man
by the name of  “Squire” Ben-
jamin Lacy received a land grant
for 200 acres on the Blue Lick
Fork of  Pond River because of
his service in the Revolutionary
War. One of  the descendants of
Benjamin Lacy was Mr. Wallace
Lacy who was elected to the
Christian County Board of  Edu-
cation in the late 1930’s. The
name LACY was chosen for the
new school in honor of  the early
settlers of  the community.

Even though Lacy Elementary
has been through many changes,
it is and has been a major part of
our community. We became in-
terested in the history of  our
school and began to do research.
The majority of  our material
has come from Mrs. Portia Hen-
derson Word who kindly came to
the school for us to interview.
She also let us borrow her col-
lection of  facts, data, and pic-
tures from Lacy School. She
taught at Lacy for 37.3 years as
well as her mother, Mrs. Bess
Henderson, who taught at Lacy
for 42 years. Discovering and
learning all these facts about our
school has been amazing. We
were surprised by much of  the
material, and we hope you enjoy
reading about it as much as we
did.

As previously mentioned, in
1939 the school opened and was
an elementary, junior, and senior
high school until 1959 when stu-
dents started going to Christian
County High School. In 1943, the
first class graduated with 7 stu-

dents, and the last class gradu-
ated in 1954 and had 24 students.
Today, Lacy Elementary has Pre-
K through 5th grade with ap-
proximately 363 students.

However, over the years the
building itself  has changed. On
January 7, 1945, the school build-
ing burned completely due to
lightning striking the building.
Classes were held at Pleasant
Hill Baptist Church and Fruit
Hill until the new two-story
building was completed in 1946.
The cafeteria opened in 1948,
which also served as the gymna-
sium. More additions were
added in 1952 and 1954, one being
a separate gymnasium. Again,
fire struck on March 8, 1971. The
major portion of  the school was
burned, and at this time a multi-
purpose room was built instead
of  a separate gym and cafeteria.
In fact, the fire started in the
gym and was reported to be elec-
trical. There were only six
rooms saved from the fire, three
of  them already separated from
the main building. This time
classes were held at Attucks
School and Christian County
Middle School until the new and
current building was completed,
which was in August of  1972.
However since then, the building
was remodeled in 1990 by adding
four more rooms.

In conclusion from our study
of  the history of  Lacy School, we
found many changes and some
hard times. However, one thing
is certain—Lacy School was and
is still a big part of  the commu-
nity. We want to thank Mrs. Kay
for helping us in getting our in-
formation, Mr. Charles for filling
in the parts we did not know or
could not find, and remembering
Mrs. Portia Word, who shared
her book on the history of  Lacy
School that she put together.
Without the help of  those indi-
viduals, we would not have been
able to write our article. Learn-
ing about our school’s history
was very interesting and a won-
derful experience for us. Thank
you to everyone who helped us in
our search for a part of  the past. 

Lacy Elementary School: Past and present
BY JALEN POINDEXTER

Since my favorite subject is math, I
decided to write about math work-
shop. I like to do all the stations in
math class, and I wanted to know how
it started. I interviewed Mrs. Linda
Caudle, the Math Coach, and Mrs.
Michelle Walden, the 5th grade math
teacher.

My first question to Mrs. Caudle
was about why we started math work-
shop. She said, “We started the pro-
gram because we needed good fit
math, just like we need good fitting
shoes.” I asked her when math work-
shop began. She answered, “We
began in January of  2011.” She feels
the program has been successful be-
cause the students are growing in
math, and the test scores show it.

My next question was about the sta-
tions in math workshop. I wanted to
know who made them and which stu-
dents Mrs. Caudle worked with each
day. She said, “I did, and I used the
ideas from the Daily 5 in reading to
make the math stations. I mostly
work with math students in grades 3-
5, but I help all the math teachers in
our building as needed.” In addition,
she said, “This year I help math
teachers to develop ways to teach
math through math workshop. I also
work with students who struggle
learning math.”

When I interviewed Mrs. Walden, I
asked her what her thoughts were
about math workshop. She said, “I
like math workshop because it is a
great way for students to learn. I had
not used it before. I had used a lot of
the components, but not the whole
program.” Her favorite part of  work-
shop is conferencing with students.
Finally, I asked her if  she felt the pro-
gram was successful. She answered,
“Yes, because students get to work on
the area they are weakest in, and
everyone gets to work in an area that
is a good fit for them.”

In closing, I like to use the math
workshop. There are five stations:
math on computer, math in writing,
math to self, math word work, and
math with someone. My favorite sta-
tion is math to self  because it is quiet
in the room, and I can concentrate on
my math work. I like to do math, and
I think math workshop has helped me
with my grades and my education.

Math workshop helps grades

Granddaddy framed
my baby brother.

He can frame yours too!


