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BY TY PARROW

Lacy STLP is heading to Lexington in May for the State

STLP Competition. If you aren’t sure what that means,

STLP stands for Student Technology Leadership Program.

Their main goal is to teach younger students more about

the uses of technology.

STLP students create projects. One of this year’s proj-

ects was called ‘Logging into Literacy @ Lacy.” The proj-

ect was mostly about a new program that started at Lacy

this year called ‘Reading, Writing Workshop.” The STLP

students showed people how to use a device called an

Elmo to project a book on a whiteboard. All students in

the class can see the pictures and the words while you

read aloud.

STLP headed for statePHOTO PROVIDED

Members of the
Lacy Elementary

Student Technolo-
gy Leadership Pro-

gram (from left to
right) Courtney

Smith, Ty Parrow,
Tyler Harrison and

Maddy Hines re-
cently competed at

a competition in
Murray. The team

scored high
enough to earn a

spot in the state
competition.

BY JESSIE HARRIS AND

SYDNEY HAWKINS

His door may say “Princi-

pal,” but there is more to the

Man Behind the Door. At

Lacy Elementary School the

man behind the door is Mr.

Bentzel, but we call him Mr.

B. You may not know that

Mr. Bentzel,

was in the U.S.

Army before

becoming our

principal. 

Mr. Bentzel

joined the

Army to follow

his father’s footsteps, to see

the world, and to pay off his

student loans. His favorite

memory from his time in the

Army was coming home

from Iraq to see his wife and

daughter. Mr. Bentzel gave

up the Army life because he

wanted to see his family

more and the constant de-

ployments were getting old.

Although, he had a lot of

fun flying helicopters, Mr. B

says that it was not as much

fun as being our principal.

We know that if Mr. Bentzel

had not given up the Army,

our KCCT scores would not

be where they are today. We

were a number 9 school, but

now we are number 6 and

headed to Top 3 /113! That’s

because Mr. B always en-

courages us to do our best. 

You can always find Mr.

B. in the hallways. You will

never find him in his office

just sitting. Sometimes he’s

teaching social studies, in-

teracting with teachers and

students, and even eating

lunch with students.

He followed his dream to

be in the Army but he found

something better. That was

being our Principal. We are

glad that Mr. B is the Man

Behind the Door.

Lacy Wildcats

are seeing GREEN

The man behind

the door

PHOTO PROVIDED
Mr. Bentzel is seen during his Army days. 

Bentzel

SEE STLP, PAGE 3

BY SERENA POLLARD 

AND MADELYN HINES

W
hen you meet Mr. Charles, the

first things you will notice are his

smile and his cap. Mr. Charles is

a custodian here at Lacy Elementary

School. He has been here for almost 17

years. Mr. Charles is planning on retiring at

the end of this school year. We asked him

A TRUE WILDCAT

MR. CHARLES  
Meet

PHOTO PROVIDED
Charles Johnston  tends to the copy machine recently at Lacy Elementary School. 

SEE WILDCAT, PAGE 3

THE LACY LEDGER
Academic Team prepares

for Governor’s Cup
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BY WYATT COMBS,

AARON CUSICK AND

DARIN HENDERSON

If you are a parent of a stu-

dent in Lacy’s Academic

Team, you know that Aca-

demic team is preparing for

Governor’s Cup.  Read on to

learn more about the Lacy Ac-

ademic Team preparations.

One important thing you

should know is that District

Governor’s Cup is at Crofton

Elementary on February 26th .

This is the first real competi-

tion that every academic team

comes to and competes.  If a

team gets first or second place

in District, they move on to

Regional Governor’s Cup.

Another thing you will need

to know is the date of Aca-

demic Team Regional Gover-

nor’s Cup.  It is March 19.  It

will take place here at Lacy

Elementary School.  

Governor’s Cup is where a

group of students compete in

quick recall and individually

on tests. Individual tests in-

clude Math, Language Arts,

Social Studies, Arts and Hu-

manities, Composition, and

Reading.

Quick recall is a competition

of four players on each team.

It has two teams. They are a

red and a yellow team.  Teams

are asked questions. Team

members have a little button

to push if they know an an-

swer.  Team members have 10

seconds to say their answer.  If

one team gets the question

wrong, it automatically goes

to the other team.  The team

with the most correct ques-

tions answered after two

rounds wins the match.

Another thing you might

want to know is that we have

scrimmages with other

schools.  A scrimmage con-

sists of two schools practicing

with buzzers. We practice

after school 2 or 3 days a

week.  On Friday, February

18, Lacy Academic Team had

an in-house scrimmage to

practice answering in front of

a crowd. This really helped

prepare the team for District

Governor’s Cup.

Lacy Academic Team also

takes fieldtrips.  They went to

Land between the Lakes and

went hiking, visited the Plane-

tarium and traveled through

the Home Place.  Field trips

are great learning experiences.

For more information, con-

tact Linda Caudle or Mary

Wright at 887-7250.

BY JAMES ULRIGG

When my mom died, the Lacy

teachers and staff treated me like

their family. My mom died during

Fall Break. Most of the people

were out of town,

but some of my Lacy

family knew. 

Mrs. Kay Harrison

brought food to our

house. She also

bought me a book

and collected money

at school. We bought

food with the money.

That really helped

out my Nana and

Papa. When Mrs.

Kay was asked,

“Why did you decide

to take up money for

the family?” she

replied, “James and

his brother, Nick, are

part of our Lacy

family and we al-

ways take care of

our family.” Thank

you, Mrs. Kay.

Mrs. Cathcart came

to the funeral at the

Veteran’s Cemetery.

It was nice to see her

face. When I asked

her why she braved

the cold wind to

come, she said, “I

wanted you to know

that I love you and

care about your hurt-

ing. I felt that com-

ing to the funeral

was just one way to show my

love and caring for you.” Mrs.

Cathcart was the only teacher

who made it to the funeral. Thank

you, Mrs. Cathcart

Mrs. Caudle bought me a new

jacket. It is the warmest coat that

I ever had. She said that she heard

I was being a great big brother be-

cause I gave my coat to my little

brother. She said, “I was worried

that you would get cold, so I

bought you a new one.” Thank

you, Mrs. Caudle.

Many of the Lacy Family knew

that I needed church clothes. Mrs.

Jamie Morris gave me new church

shoes, and Mrs. Diana Hight gave

me a suit. When I go to church, I

wear my new clothes. Thank you,

Mrs. Morris and Mrs. Hight.

Lots of people gave me HUGS.

Thank you for all those HUGS.

Most of all, thank  you for making

me feel a part of the Lacy family.

Thank you,

Lacy family

Harrison

Cathcart

Caudle

Morris

Hight

Academic Team prepares for Governor’s Cup

Dear Lacy Elementary students, fac-
ulty, families and friends,

Through a new program developed

by the Hopkinsville-Christian County

Chamber of Commerce and the Chris-

tian County Public Schools, the Ken-

tucky New Era newspaper and Lacy

Elementary School became Partners in

Education during the school year. The

focus of the program is to pair busi-

nesses and organizations with a school

to support and encourage student

achievement goals by interjecting real

world applications.

Taylor Hayes, publisher of the Ken-

tucky New Era, began meeting with

Chris Bentzel and members of his staff

in October exploring opportunities on

how the newspaper could support ef-

forts already taking place. After several

meetings, we agreed to involve the two

fifth grade classes experiencing “on de-

mand writing” with a real world project. 

What developed was today’s first edi-

tion of the The Lacy Ledger, a newspa-

per about the people and culture of

Lacy Elementary. This is the first of

two editions to be published during this

school year. (The second edition will be

published on April 15.)

With authentic writing being at the

forefront of Lacy school-wide initia-

tives, we were delighted in the opportu-

nity to form this partnership with the

Kentucky New Era.  Lacy fifth grade

students valued the experience as they

actively engaged in writing, editing,

and publishing tasks.  
The Kentucky New Era has not only

awakened students’ eyes to the excite-
ment of authentic writing but offered
Lacy Elementary students a chance to
collaborate and dive into real world
experiences. Representatives from the
KNE continually visited Lacy fifth
grade students and offered guidance
and support throughout the entire writ-
ing process.  Both Lacy students and
staff anxiously anticipate the final
product created in this collaborative
effort.

We are proud of our first steps within

the partnership and look forward to

building on the relationship to bring

about even greater achievement to our

students at Lacy Elementary.

Sincerely,

Taylor W. Hayes

CEO / Publisher

Kentucky New Era

Chris Bentzel

Principal

Lacy Elementary School

TO LEARN MORE about the Partner in Education
program, visit www.hopkinsvillechamber.com.

Lacy Elementary School and the Kentucky

New Era become Partners in Education 

PHOTO PROVIDED
KyRonda Sharp (above) prepares for the composition section for the District Governor’s Cup competition. Below, Eric Hines (from
left), Darin Henderson, Doug Thomas and Sean Henderson prepare for the competition. 

200 Glass Avenue • (270) 887-7000
www.christian.kyschools.us

Christian County 
Public Schools

It’s About Every
Student Every Day
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why he was retiring and he said,” I

really don’t want to, but my age is

catching up with me.”

You might be surprised to know

where Mr. Charles worked before

Lacy.  He worked at Southern

States for ten years. He also

worked at Cash and Carry for 32

years.  We are so glad he is at

Lacy now.  

Another interesting fact about

Mr. Charles is that he always

wears a hat in the school. He said

that the reason he wears a hat all

the time is because “I’ve worn one

my whole life and I secretly have

a bald spot on the top of my head,

but I refer to it as a beauty spot.”

We asked Mr. Charles if he liked

his job here and he said, “Yes, be-

cause sometimes while I’m doing

my job, I will get a compliment or

thank you from a teacher or a stu-

dent.” We also asked Mr. Charles

his least favorite place to clean

and he said, “The art room be-

cause students are always doing

projects and other messy things in

there.” The other place was the

bathrooms because they have lots

of germs.

Three important facts you should

know about Mr. Charles is that he

doesn’t have a favorite teacher be-

cause he likes all of them. Also he

does not like to work on just one

thing. He likes to do a couple of

things at once. Finally, that we

asked him how he felt about get-

ting in our school newspaper and

he said, “I feel honored.”

When we asked Mr. Charles

what his plans were after Lacy, he

responded, “I’m going to work on

my farm with my son. We’re

going to raise beef cows.” 

From pre-school to fifth grade,

Mr. Charles is going to be dearly

missed by all of the Lacy staff and

students. Lacy will not be the

same without Mr. Charles’s smile

and his cap. 

FROM PAGE 1

This past September, a group of Lacy’s STLP stu-

dents went to Murray, KY where they scored a 107 out

of a possible 112 on this project. The students demon-

strated and explained the technology used at Lacy for

the “Reading, Writing Workshop.”

Now, STLP Students are getting ready for the State

STLP competition in May.  Mrs. Howell, the STLP co-

ordinator, says we have to finish making our books on

the computer.  Our books are for preschoolers and

kindergarteners.  These books have information on

Fundations and books on colors which will also help

with the Reading, Writing Workshop.  We are working

really hard for the state competition in May.

STLP: Student Technology Leadership Program headed to state

WILDCAT: Meet Mr. Charles, the school’s wonderful custodian

PHOTO PROVIDED
Courtney Smith (left) and Maddie Hines are all giggles and grins before District
competitions. 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Ty Parrow (left) and Tyler Harrison are already planning for state.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Mr. Charles fixes the bales of hay on a trailer during a PBS reward hayride. 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Mr. Charles hangs out at the school. 

HOT NEWS FLASH! 

Mr. Charles will not retire from
Lacy Elementary as a custodian

this year. We talked to Mr. Charles
about his decision on not retiring.

His comment was that he could
not leave his Lacy family and he

did not want Mr. Bentzel to be the
only man at Lacy School.  Hip,
Hip, Hooray!! Mr. Charles will

continue to be a part of Lacy with
his smile and his cap.

Ms. Lisa’s
Home Cooking

in Lacy

We’re Proud of Our

Lacy Students!

(270)269-6038

11980 Greenville Rd.

Hopkinsville, KY

Keep Up The Good Work, Lacy!
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By De’Kayshe Sanders 

This has been an exciting year at Lacy.  It

was the first year Lacy had a choir thanks to

Ms. Mary Wright and Mrs. Cari Williams.

Most of the students at Lacy know that Ms.

Mary Wright is the librarian and the music

teacher this year, and Mrs. Cari Williams is

the first-grade teacher who leads the songs in

Morning Assembly.

They are also Lacy’s Choir sponsors. When

I asked, “Why did Lacy decide to have a

choir?” Ms. Mary Wright said, “I knew that I

wanted to have a music club this year. I have

a degree in Music Education and have been a

member of a lot of choirs. I loved singing in a

choir so that was my choice. Choir is fun!” 

Mrs. Cari Williams said, “I always liked to

sing in church as a little kid. In middle

school, I joined the choir. Then in high

school, I was in Concert Choir for four years,

Chamber Choir for three years, and I helped

with the Girls’ Choir for one year. As a sen-

ior, I tried out for the All-State Choir and

made it! I went to Louisville and sang with

300 other people from all over the state. It

was amazing!”

Lacy choir is divided into two separate

choirs.  There is the Lacy Cub Choir for

grades K-2 where they learn basic melodies,

note durations, and call and response. The

Lacy Wildcat Choir is for grades 3-5 where

performances and more advanced music is

taught.

Our first Lacy Choir performance was

singing for the Veteran’s Day program at

school. I said, “What is the hardest part of

doing a school performance?” “Mrs. Mary

said, “Preparing for a concert takes a lot of

hard work! Everyone has to know the

melodies and words for all the songs! I was

really nervous, and I was worried that we

weren’t ready. It sounded great!”

What makes a choir good?  Ms. Mary’s ad-

vice: “It takes hard work, responsibility to

learn your music, and time management skills.

You need to schedule a time to practice every

day. That’s the only way you will continue to

improve. Most importantly, you have to love

what you do. If you don’t care, then you won’t

want to participate in the programs.”

When is Lacy’s next choir performance? The

Spring Concert, A Night with the  Muppets

will be performed after the KCCT testing.    

BY JAKE CAMERON

KIARA PAGE

CORNELIA CARDWELL AND

SHANIA DRAPER

Did you know that Mrs. Neely Con-

rad worked at Burger King, McDon-

alds, Peebles’, and Wal-Mart?  She

was a Librarian at Murray State. She

also was an Instructional Assistant at

Murray State University.  She then

became a substitute teacher. Mrs.

Conrad was an accountant at Lear,

and she even worked in a doctor’s of-

fice. After all that, she finally became

a teacher at Lacy Elementary School.

When she is not at school Mrs. Con-

rad likes to garden, read books, and

visit her family.

Did you know that Miss Chlupsa

worked at a clothing store before she

worked at Lacy?

When she’s not at school, Miss

Chlupsa likes to read and lay by the

pool.

Did you know that Mrs. Annette

was a Pre-School Teacher at UHA be-

fore coming to Lacy as an instruc-

tional assistant?  She is also a

grandmother.

Did you know that Mrs. Cathcart

drove a bus for ten years at Lacy be-

fore she became a teacher?  She went

to college for four years between bus

routes and at night.

Did you know that Mrs. Diana

Hight has been the Lacy Elementary

Secretary for 5 ½ years?  Before that,

she was a secretary at Holiday for 6

years.  She has also been a technology

aide at CCMS, worked at Pennyrile

Citizens Bank as a teller and later as a

Senior Accountant. She worked at K-

Mart through high school and during

college she worked at Pizza Hut and

Mrs. Winner’s.  She attended Austin

Peay State University.   When she is

not at Lacy Elementary School she

likes to read, make crafts, go camping

and boating.

Did you know what your teachers did before they came to Lacy?

BY MELINA PHIPPS 

AND MORGAN POWELL

“Going Green” means we are trying to save

energy at school.  If you have ever visited

Lacy, you might have seen an Energy Hog

sticker above every light switch. That is the

work of the Green Team. The sticker is to re-

mind teachers to turn off their lights when

they leave the room. Thirty percent of our

electric bill is the lights.  Since Lacy has been

going green, we have saved around five hun-

dred dollars. Turning off your lights when you

leave a room at home can save you money

too.

How did students get in the Green team?

Both fifth grade classes wrote a persuasive let-

ter to our Green Team teacher. We had to tell

what skills we had that would make us a good

member of the team. Mrs. Cathcart selected us

based on skills. 

We started in August 2010. We meet twice a

month on Mondays. Don’t worry because the

team does not interrupt learning. Meetings are

after school from 2:30-4:00.

We go around the school looking for ways

to save energy. Our data is recorded in our

green journals, and we make bar graphs to

show how energy is used in our school. 

Now, most teachers are remembering to turn

off their lights when they leave their rooms.

The Green Team can’t wait to see how much

money we saved on the next electric bill.  

First year a success for Lacy choir
PHOTO PROVIDED

The Lacy Elementary School choir sings recently at its first Veterans’ Day program.

PHOTO PROVIDED
A group of friends and family listens as the Lacy Elementary School choir performs recently at its first Veterans’ Day program.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

At left, Wyatt Combs, a member of the
Green Team, displays stickers used to help
Lacy Elementary School go green. 

Above, stickers like this one adorn the
halls and classrooms of the school. The
Green Team put the stickers by light
switches to remind teachers to turn off the
lights after leaving their classrooms. 

Lacy Wildcats are seeing 

The Green Team meets twice a month 
on Mondays. The meetings are after school

from 2:30 to 4 p.m.

THE LACY GREEN TEAM

GREEN


