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BY JORDAN ALCORN AND DYLAN GREENFIELD

Over the past three years, the number of
students attending Lacy Elementary has
grown. In 2010 there were 280 students and
now there are 325. Since we have more stu-
dents, there became a problem of  not
enough space in the building, so the exist-
ing space in the schools had to be analyzed.
As soon as you walk into Lacy Elemen-

tary, you can see all the changes that have
been made over the summer. To find out all
the answers to my questions, I talked to
Mrs. Beth, one of  our custodians. I ques-
tioned her about what was done at Lacy
this summer. She said, “I painted nine
classrooms, a set of  restrooms, and the new

conference room.” She told me she started
the week after school was out, and it took
her all summer. She explained that the
classrooms were on a five year rotation and
that is why nine rooms were painted.
After finding out all this information, I

still had more questions. I wanted to know
what else had been done. She told me that
Mr. Charles had cleaned the carpet, re-
worked all the tile floors in the restroom,
and that both of  them had waxed the
floors. She also told me the response to the
new changes had been positive, especially
the new conference room. She ended our
interview with this comment, “I love being
at Lacy. It is number 1 and the best school
in the district.”

We also went to Mr. Bentzel, our princi-
pal. We had a few questions for him too. I
asked him why he wanted to re-do the
building. His reply was, “We needed a new
conference room that would be quieter to
meet with teachers and parents. We also
needed an extra classroom for students.” I
asked him how they decided to take the
space out of  the front lobby. He said that
was the idea from Mrs. Diane Hight, our
bookkeeper, and Mrs. Marilyn Felts, our
guidance counselor. Mrs. Hight said, “We
knew we needed more space, and mainte-
nance came up with the plan.” She also
said, “I like the new room, and I think that

BIGGER AND BETTER

Lacy Elementary upgraded with fresh paint, new rooms

More nutrition
in the cafeteria

BY A’LARRIYAH PHILLIPS

How healthy is your lifestyle? Do
you eat healthy foods every day? Ac-
cording to the National Action Plan
to Improve Health Literacy, the
American people need to make
changes in their lives. There are
three parts to the plan that they
have created. They are as follows:
n Provides everyone with access

to accurate and actionable health in-
formation
nDelivers person-centered health

information and services
n Supports lifelong learning and

skills to promote good health
Since the food in our cafeteria has

changed, I wanted to know why
there have been changes. I went to
Mrs. Roberta Morris, the cafeteria
manager at Lacy Elementary, and
asked her some questions about the
new menu. She said the food choices
in the cafeteria had changed be-
cause of  the National Action Plan
implemented by Michelle Obama,
the First Lady.
Mrs. Roberta has been at Lacy for

twenty three years, managing our

BY KENNY MILLARD AND ETHAN YALE

Did you know that Lacy
Elementary has a teacher
who teaches Chinese and is
from China? His name is
Xiao Gang, but we all call
him Mr. Bruce, his Ameri-
can name. Mr. Bruce taught
in China but has come to
the United States through
the International Institute
of  Education to teach in this
country.
We interviewed Mr. Bruce

and asked him questions
about his teaching and his
life. He told us he taught
English in China and
learned English from other
English teachers in China.
He wanted to come to Amer-
ica because we have the best
educational system. He
wanted to learn from Amer-
ican teachers.
For those of  you who are

not familiar with the Inter-
national Institute of  Educa-
tion, it is an independent
not-for-profit foundation
that began in 1919. It is
among the world’s largest
and most experienced inter-
national program for educa-
tion and training
opportunities.
Mr. Bruce teaches Chi-

nese to grades K-5. He also
teaches us about Chinese
culture. We watch videos
about China, and he also
tells us stories about Chi-
nese legends. We have also
heard him sing Chinese
songs. Overall, we have had
fun learning all about the

Chinese culture and lan-
guage.
We asked Mr. Bruce how

he likes it here. He an-
swered, “I enjoy American
life. Everyone is respectful
of  each other. The children
are passionate and smart. I
also like the scenery in
America.” We also wanted
to know what he dislikes.
He said, “American food is
too delicious, and it doesn’t
always agree with me. At
home I make Chinese food.”

Mr. Bruce’s wife is also a
teacher. She lives in China
with their eighteen month
old daughter. She teaches
reading in the Chinese lan-
guage.
In conclusion, we found

that there are six Chinese
teachers in Kentucky. Three
of  those teachers are in
Christian County teaching
at Lacy, Crofton, and Mill-
brooke. We are glad to have
Mr. Bruce at Lacy and hope
he enjoys being in America.

Our Chinese teacher, Mr. Bruce BY SHAUNA GALYON, MARLY WARREN,
AND REAGAN SHEARON

While thinking of  an article
to write for the Lacy Ledger,
we all wanted to write about
Lovell’s Orchard. Shauna’s
grandparents at one
time owned the or-
chard; Reagan has
been visiting since
she was born;
and Marly’s
family is
f r i e n d s
with the
owners.
There-
fore, we
a l l
agreed
to write
our arti-
cle to-
g e t h e r
because we
all have differ-
ent relationships and af-
filiations with the
orchard.
We contacted Mr. Dud-

ley Lacy, who was a previ-
ous owner of  Lovell’s
Orchard. He and his wife,
Margaret, owned the orchard
for twenty one years. They
purchased it from Mr. Perry,
who was the original owner
but sold it because of  health
issues. When the Lacys
bought the orchard, they re-
built it. He purchased a re-
frigeration system and
replanted all the trees that
are currently there. They sold
the orchard because of  their
age, but Mr. Lacy had this
comment, “I enjoyed the peo-
ple that came to the orchard.
It was hard work but we en-
joyed it.” The current owners
are Luke and Rosi Lovell.
Each year Lovell’s Orchard

has an Annual Apple Festi-
val. This was held the first
weekend in October. It was a
huge success. During the fes-
tival there was live music,

arts and crafts, pony
rides, delicious
food, sorghum

making, Greased
Pig contest, and

much more. There
are farm ani-

mals that
you can
see such
as chick-
e n s ,
p i g s ,
rabbits,
d u c k s ,
goats, and
s h e e p .

Some of
these animals

can be petted,
and there is an ad-

venture to be found
in the corn maze or straw

maze. In the fall a hayride is
also a possibility.
At Lovell’s Orchard you

may pick-your-own apples
and peaches from over 4,000
trees. However, this year the

peaches did not do as well.
You may also purchase fruit
that is already picked too. In
the store there are jams, jel-
lies, and sauces that are pro-
duced locally that you can
purchase. The bakery has
fresh fried pies, whole pies,
caramel pies, fresh pressed
apple cider or peach cider,
apple sundaes, breads, cook-
ies, and cakes. Arts and crafts
from local artisans can be
bought as well. In addition,
fresh fruit and produce 
that are in season are on 
the shelves, and right now 

The life of Lovell’s Orchard
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WE FRAME
GRANDCHILDREN
& GRANDPUPPIES

WE FRAME
GRANDCHILDREN
& GRANDPUPPIES
THEY MAKE GREAT GIFTS

YOU KNOW!!
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cafeteria. She, along
with Beverly Meredith,
Wanda Pool, Yvonne
Powell, and Vickie Gray,
serve two meals a day
for all students. They
begin their day at 6:30;
serve breakfast at 7:00;
from 7:00-10:00 they pre-
pare lunch, and then
begin serving at 10:30.

How the food in the
cafeteria has changed is
the point. No longer are

desserts being served.
More fruit and vegeta-
bles are given to the stu-
dents. The cafeteria is
changing to whole
wheat products as well.
They are trying to serve
healthier foods, which
are more nutritional.

I also asked Mrs.
Roberta what was the
best part of  her job. She
said, “The children are
the best. I love chil-
dren.” Another question
I asked was why she

chose to become a cafe-
teria manager. She an-
swered, “I like food, and
I like children. I enjoy
cooking, and I do a lot at
home.” I also learned
that students are eating
more fruit than they did
last year.

Because of  the push
from the National Ac-
tion Plan, our food in
the cafeteria has
changed to help us be-
come healthier. The stu-
dents miss their
desserts but they are
eating the fruit more
each day. Lacy Elemen-
tary is doing its part to
help students eat more
nutritionally.

FROM PAGE 1

it will be hard to remember what the old
entrance looked like a year from now.”

As a result of  the new construction, we
now have another specials room as well
as a room that is quiet to hold meetings
and has less disruptions. It has also
changed the layout of  the school’s proce-
dures. Everything that parents and visi-
tors need is at the front door. The front
office can now specifically monitor who
comes in and out of  the school. Car

pickup is now in the K-1 hallway. Stu-
dents exit and enter recess from other
doors in the building. The family re-
source room has moved and the snack
area has changed also. I asked what the
overall response was, and I was told by
Mr. Bentzel, “Everyone has been very
positive. The maintenance department
did a great job. I appreciate the staff  and
parents accepting the changes to the
school because change is not always
easy.”

Overall, we like the new Lacy Elemen-
tary. We like the colorful classrooms, the
new entry to the school, and all the alter-
ations. Even though there have been
changes to the building, one thing is not
different. Lacy Elementary is still the
best school in the district! 

uCafeteria

uBetter

BY HUNTER PHILLIPS

When I started thinking about my ar-
ticle for the Lacy Ledger, I had three
great ideas. I looked around the school
and saw the Lacy Fire Department. That
is when I decided to find out all I could
about it.

I got in touch with the fire department
chief  who is Kavin Meacham. He came
to the school and answered some ques-
tions for me. The Lacy Fire Department
consists of  thirteen men. All of  them
are volunteers, and they are on call 24
hours a day, seven days a week.

I asked Mr. Meacham about how the
volunteer fire department started. He
said, “The fire department began in
1976. However, it was not up and opera-
tional until 1977.” I asked him who else
had been the chief. He told me, “Andy
Livingston was the first chief. Then Gor-
don Rager and Anthony “Pete” Grace
were the chiefs. I became the fire chief
in 2001 when Pete passed. I was serving
as the assistant chief  then.”

I had questions about who could be a
member of  the department and found
out that in order to be on the volunteer
department, you must be 18 years old. A
person must also go through a 20 hour
basic course. Then to be state certified,
you must have 150 hours of  training be-
fore even going to a fire. Then to keep
your certification, you must have 20
more hours of  training each year.

I was curious about the equipment
that they used. Mr. Meacham said that
they had anything from a prize bar
(crowbar) to a chain saw. I asked about
the trucks too. He explained, “We have
five fire trucks. They are a main pumper
engine, a brush truck, a little mini
pumper, a 1200 gallon tanker, and a 3000

gallon tanker.”
In addition, I asked him about how far

they go for calls and how they received
their calls. He said, “The 911 calls go to
the ECC, Emergency Communications
Center. They contact us on a pager and
let us know where to go.” He also ex-
plained, “There are two classes. Any-
thing with 5 miles or less is a Class 9.
Anything above is a Class 10. We go in
all directions to the Christian County
line.”

He also told me that they average 20-25
calls a year including false alarms. They
respond to anything that deals with fire.
He said that they were also the first re-
sponders in an emergency. Sometimes
they have been known to rescue animals
in emergencies as well.

The Lacy’s Fire Department’s money
comes from dues that are on the prop-
erty tax bills. The dues are $40.00 each
year. However, they also go to fires of
people who do not pay dues. That costs
$500.00, and they send a bill to them. In
May of  each year on the first Saturday,
they have a pancake breakfast at the
Lacy Fire Department. Furthermore,
Mr. Meacham makes and sells reflective
signs that have a person’s house number
on it. They can be placed on mailboxes
or put at the end of  the driveways. They
can be purchased for $15.00, and you can
contact Mr. Meacham at A Plus Automo-
tive or at home if  you would like to buy
one.

At the end of  our interview, I asked
Mr. Meacham if  there was anything else
he wanted to say. He said, “I want to en-
courage everyone that is old enough to
join the Lacy Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. We need all the volunteers we can
get.” So, please consider joining and
helping others.

Lacy Volunteer Fire Department facts

BY ABBY HOUCHENS AND ADRIANA WOODS

When we began to think of  our article
for the Lacy Ledger, we thought of  Ms.
Lisa’s restaurant because we knew it
would be interesting and fun. We called
Ms. Lisa, and she came to the school for
us to interview her. We discovered Ms.
Lisa’s had so much more than we knew.
Her restaurant has been opened for 5
1/2 years. She has some customers that
come 2-3 times each day.

Ms. Lisa told us that she likes to cook.
She has been working in the restaurant
business since she was sixteen. She does
most of  the cooking, but her twin sister
does the baking. If  someone requests a
food that they do not have, they are will-
ing to try and prepare it. Ms. Lisa is al-
ways looking and trying new recipes.

We asked her about the type of  food
they cook. She said, “We cook anything
from country food to catfish. We also
take phone orders, and we will even de-
liver if  someone is sick and can’t pick
up the food.” Ms. Lisa said that they av-
erage 150 customers per day.

Ms. Lisa also told us that Sundays are
her busiest days. The restaurant, in ad-
dition, helps during the holidays. Since
Thanksgiving is next month and Christ-
mas is right behind it, Ms. Lisa wanted
to remind everyone that they love to do
holiday cooking and baking. They will
take orders, but they must have at least
two days’ notice. So if  you need help in
the kitchen, give Ms. Lisa a call.

Since we have told all about Ms. Lisa
and her wonderful food, we need to
share her hours of  business. Her restau-
rant is open 7 days a week. She opens
each day at 7:00. The restaurant closes
on Wednesday and Saturday at 3:00, and
the rest of  the week she closes at 7:00.
However, during the winter her hours
may change due to bad weather. So call
before you go. The telephone number is
270-269-6038, and the restaurant is lo-
cated next to the fire station.

In conclusion, Ms. Lisa had this to say,
“I’m proud of  the Lacy community and
how they support me. I enjoy all my cus-
tomers and want to thank everyone.” We
appreciate Ms. Lisa coming to school for
the interview and her food is great. 

Great food at Ms. Lisa’s Home Cooking restaurant

BY KATELYNN ELKINS AND RONNIE HENDERSON

How would you like to go on a
hayride, visit a pumpkin patch, feed
animals, go through a corn maze, or
play mini golf ? The Christian Way
Farm has all these activities and
many more. Mrs. Janie Corley, co-
owner of  the farm with her husband
Milton, came to Lacy for us to inter-
view. We learned that there are nu-
merous opportunities for individuals
or groups. The farm is only four miles
from Lacy, and it is located at 19590
Linville Road.

Mrs. Corley told us that they were
the fourth generation of  her hus-
band’s family to own the farm. The
farm was originally purchased by her
husband’s grandfather. He used his
military bonus that he received after
serving in World War I. Mr. Corley’s
father gave the farm to them thirteen
years ago and the dream began.

We wanted to know what activities
were available at Christian Way
Farms and the hours of  operation. We
found that the farm opens in April ac-
cording to the weather, and it closes
in November. In the spring the activi-
ties are featured around farming.
They grow a variety of  vegetables
and fruits. They also have many dif-
ferent kinds of  flowers on the farm.

In the fall they have pumpkins, and
they also have a corn maze. They have
recently added a mini golf  course
which has been very popular. In addi-
tion to all of  these features are a play-
ground, corn trucks, a picnic area,
and a farm gift shop with numerous
items to purchase.

In our interview Mrs. Corley told us
about all the animals they have on
the farm. They have eleven farm ani-
mals. There are cows, pigs, sheep, a
donkey, a goat, a mule, a horse, chick-
ens, cats, dogs, and a duck. They also
grow various crops such as pump-
kins, corn, wheat, tomatoes, and pep-
pers as well as a variety of  fruits
such as strawberries, apples, and oth-
ers.

In conclusion, Christian Way Farm
has been open for thirteen years and
counting. The farm has numerous op-
portunities for any type of  gathering.
To find out the hours for the different
activities, call 270-269-2434 or check
the website at www.ChristianWay-
Farm.com. We think you can find
something there that you would like
and have fun as well. According to
Mrs. Corley, “It is hard work but fun
work. We love Jesus and love to tell
others.” So look for the farm on the
hill with lots of  trees, and you are in
for a treat.

Fun at Christian Way Farm

FROM PAGE 1

pumpkins can be purchased at the orchard too.
Last of  all, for more information you should call 270- 269-2242 or

270-608-5781. To find out more about the activities and hours of  op-
eration at Lovell’s Orchard, go to the website,
lovellsorchard@yahoo.com. There are good and delicious foods as
well. According to Rosie’s son, Henry Danaan, “I think the fried pies
are delicious and the best.” So go see for yourself  and enjoy your
time there.

u Lovell’s Orchard
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The Workforce/Education Development
Partnership Committee and the 

Christian County Chamber 
of Commerce are proud of the 

partnership between the Lacy Wildcats
and the Kentucky New Era!

(270) 885-9096
www.christiancountychamber.com

BY SAMANTHA MUNCHBACH

I have a dad that serves in the
Army, and he was just deployed to
Afghanistan. I decided to gather in-
formation about how to contact
him or anyone else that has been
deployed. By being able to contact
my dad, it helps me not to be sad.
Maybe by reading this article oth-
ers can see ways to stay in contact
with their loved one.
I interviewed a friend whose fa-
ther is going to be deployed soon.
She already knows that she can
email, skype, or send letters to stay
in contact with him. I do that too so
we can keep up with each other.
Letters are a good way to contact
a family member that has been de-
ployed. You can send pictures so
they can keep up with changes that
are going on while they are away.
You can also send packages that
have treats, videos, or anything
that you want to send your loved
one.
Another way to stay in contact is
with a computer. I Skype with my
dad so I can see him. I can also
email him and that message gets to
him quicker than my letters. This
was also a suggestion I found on
the Internet under “Tips for De-
ployment.”
As I was writing this article, I in-

terviewed my mom, Jenny Munch-
bach. My dad has deployed before
so I asked her, “How do you contact
Dad?” She said, “I skype, facebook,
email, and send letters.”
Then I asked her which way she
thought was best. She said, “I think
it would be better to send letters
because you can write as much as
you want, and you can look for-
ward to getting a letter in the
mail.”
I sometimes write letters to my
dad when I am sad or when I am

mad because I cannot see him.
However, I don’t send those letters.
I write them and then I throw them
away. That helps me to feel better
but if  I sent them, it would make
my dad feel bad.
In conclusion, deployment
stinks. However, I know my dad
and others must be deployed to
fight for our freedom and rights. I
am so proud of  my dad, First Ser-
geant Dan Munchbach, and all the
other men and women who are
serving this country.

Life without a deployed soldier
BY TAYVIAH DAVIS

Since I have ridden on the bus every day that I
have gone to school, I decided to write about what
happens on the bus. Most days are the same except
when somebody gets sick, somebody doesn’t follow
the bus rules, or when it snows. However, the bus
gets us to school each day and takes us home as
well.
Each morning at 6:30, the bus picks up my
brother, sister, and me as well as others that live
close to us. We sit in our assigned seats, and usually
I go to sleep or talk to someone. When we get to
school at 7:05, we go to the cafeteria and eat break-
fast if  we want, and then we have morning assem-
bly.
The rest of  the day we have classes and at 2:20 we
load the buses to go home. On the bus ride home,
usually everyone is loud. Then we have to go to
voice level of  O. As the bus lets students off, it
starts to get quieter.
My bus driver is Julie Layton. I asked her how
long she had been driving a bus and why she
started driving a bus. She said, “I have been driving
a bus for three years. I started driving a bus be-
cause it was convenient for my children.” She also
told me that sometimes some of  the students could
be loud and not respectful but they would mind her.
I also wanted to find out about the bus routes.
Some of  the routes changed this year because some
of  the students had to ride the bus for a long time.
With suggestions from Mrs. Hight, Mr. B., and par-
ents, Mr. Mike Brumley, the transportation direc-
tor, changed some of  the bus routes so students
could get home earlier.
Since I have to ride the bus, I am glad Mrs. Layton
is my bus driver. She gets me to school and takes
me home every day, so my life on the bus is exciting
and good. This is my life on the bus.

Life on the bus

BY EMARI WILLIAMS

There is a new face at Lacy Elemen-
tary in the fourth grade. Her name is
Ms. Samantha Meeks. She teaches math
to the fourth grade students, and this is
her first year to teach as well as to use
math workshop.
When I interviewed Ms. Meeks, I
asked her about how she liked teaching
and using the math workshop. She said,
“Yes, I like math workshop because it is
good to use all the fun activities that go
with it.” I also asked her why she chose
to teach math. She replied, “My favorite
subject is math because I like numbers.”
Another question I asked Ms. Meeks
was where she went to college. She said,
“I graduated from Murray State Univer-
sity.” I also wanted to know if  she was
involved with any clubs or extracurric-
ular activities at Lacy. She said, “Yes, I

am. I teach Math Cats with Mrs. Cau-
dle.”
During our interview I wanted to
know if  there was something about her-
self  that nobody might know at Lacy.
She replied, “I am from Princeton, and
I like football. The Dallas Cowboys are
my favorite team.” My last question was
why she chose to come to Lacy and teach
math. Her answer was, “I have friends
that teach in Christian County and they
had great things to say about Lacy, and
I thought it was a good school with good
students, good teachers, and a good
principal.”
In conclusion, we are glad that Ms.
Meeks is a part of  Lacy Elementary. She
was very nice and helpful when I inter-
viewed her. I hope she has a great year
and stays at Lacy form many more
years. We welcome her to Lacy Elemen-
tary.

Lacy welcomes Ms. Meeks

New Faces

BY JORDAN TRUMBLE

Among the new faces at Lacy this year
is Mrs. Janice Jones. She has previously
taught at Sinking Fork Elementary, and
this is her fifth year of  teaching. I inter-
viewed Mrs. Jones to find out more
about her.
My first question was, “What do you
like the most about Lacy?” Her answer
was, “I like the organization of  the
school. I also like the way the teachers
work together. Everyone helps everyone
out.”
Mrs. Jones previously taught fourth
grade. However, now she teaches 1st
grade. I asked her if  she liked teaching
first grade. She replied, “First grade is
very different from fourth grade, but I
like teaching first grade. My preference
for teaching would be the primary
grades-1st or 2nd grade.”
Mrs. Jones worked at Hopkinsville
Community College as an administra-

tive assistant for ten years. She had al-
ways wanted to be a teacher so she de-
cided to go for her dream. She worked
full time and attended Hopkinsville
Community College part time. Mrs.
Jones then went on to Murray State,
working part time and then full time
while being a full time student her sen-
ior year. She graduated from Murray
State University in 2008 with her Bache-
lor’s degree and will graduate from
Western Kentucky University in Decem-
ber of  2012 with her Master’s degree.
I also found in our interview that Mrs.
Jones has been married for fourteen
years. They have two daughters: Hope,
who is ten, and Faith, who is five. Both
of  the girls are involved in after school
activities and softball is a big part of
their lives.
In conclusion, we welcome Mrs. Jones
to Lacy, and we’re glad to have her here.
I hope she has a wonderful year and will
be here for many more.

Mrs. Jones joins Lacy family
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Keep Up The
Good Work,

Lacy!

2011

10 Years in a Row!

BY RENASIA REDD

Did you know that more than 1 in 3 adults have some
form of  cardiovascular disease? However, the good news
is 80% of  heart disease and stroke can be prevented. To
help raise money for the American Heart Association,
Lacy Elementary will host Jump Rope for Heart and
Hoops for Heart in February of  2013.
The events will be conducted by Mrs. Gaylon, our PE

and art teacher. The events will be held during school
hours, and these two activities have been held before at
Lacy. All grades can participate to help raise money for
the American Heart Association.
Mrs. Gaylon will register Lacy Elementary and receive

an event kit. It will have step-by-step instructions on
scheduling, prompting, and conducting the event as well
as a heart-healthy curriculum to support heart aware-
ness with the event. It also gives tips for fundraising and
gives training and support from an experienced Ameri-
can Heart Association staff  person or volunteer.
These two activities involve elementary and middle

school students. It is a lesson to them to improve their
own health and help other kids with heart health issues.
Kids learn the value of  community service and become
involved to contribute to their community’s welfare.
Kids join together in helping kids with special hearts.
Students learn how to develop heart-healthy habits
while being physically active, and they can learn jump
rope and basketball skills they can use for the rest of
their lives. Also, students can help their school earn gift
certificates for free PE equipment.
From researching on the internet about the American

Heart Association and interviewing Mrs. Gaylon, I
found out about Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops for
Heart. The mission statement is “to build healthier lives,
free of  cardiovascular diseases and stroke.” So let’s help
raise money to help the people with heart trouble.

How to help people with heart disease

BY MEREDITH CRUNK

As I began thinking of
my article for the Lacy
Ledger, I wanted to find
out something about our
teachers. I was going to
write about one of  our
new teachers, but some-
one else had already
thought of  that idea.
Therefore, I decided to
interview teachers about
their day, how they knew
what to teach, and how
long it takes to plan their
lessons. I interviewed
one teacher from each
grade, and I learned that
planning is not as easy as
it looks.
I began with kinder-

garten and interviewed
Ms. Sherry Covington,
who has been teaching 26
years. I asked her, “How
long does it take you to
plan?” Her response was,
“It takes 1 1/2 to 2 1/2
hours each day.” Another
question was, “How do
you know what to
teach?” She answered, “I
teach math according to
the Kentucky Common
Core Standards.” My last
question was, “Do you
plan with the other
teachers?” She said, “I
plan some with Mrs.
Haley, who is the other
kindergarten teacher. We
discuss our children, and
the skills they might
need help with master-
ing.” Her last statement
was, “Kindergarten is
the foundation. The chil-
dren won’t be successful
in the later grades if  we
don’t do a good job now.”
The second teacher I

interviewed was Ms.
Amanda Melton, a first
grade teacher who has
been teaching for two
years. My first question
was, “How long does it
take you to plan?” She re-
sponded, “one hour.” An-
other question was,
“How do you know what

to teach?” She answered,
“I use the Common Core
Standards.” My last
question was, “Do you
plan with other teach-
ers?” She responded,
“Yes, but only with other
grades that teach the
same subject as I teach.”
The second grade

teacher that I inter-
viewed was Mrs. Debbie
Olp, who has been teach-
ing for eight years. My
first question was, “How
long does it take you to
plan?” Her response was,
“It takes a couple of
hours each day.” Another
question was, “Do you
plan with other teach-
ers?” “Yes, but I do not in
my grade. I usually plan
with Mrs. Schmitt, who
teaches third grade read-
ing,” said Mrs. Olp.
The third grade

teacher I interviewed
was Mrs. Cari Williams,
who has been teaching
for nine years. The first
question I asked was,
“How long does it take
you to plan?” She
replied, “It takes an hour
each day.” The second
question I asked her was,
“Do you plan with other
teachers?” She replied,
“Yes, but only for vocab-
ulary words.” I also
asked her, “How do you
know what to teach?”
She answered, “I use the
Common Core Stan-
dards.” My last question
was, “What part of  plan-
ning is the most diffi-
cult?” She replied, “It is
hard to know how much
time to spend on each
skill.”
The fourth grade

teacher that I inter-
viewed was Mrs. Debbie
Cathcart, who has been
teaching for nineteen
years. I asked her how
long it took her to plan.
She replied, “a couple of
hours.” My second ques-

tion was, “How do you
know what to teach?”
She replied, “I teach core
content.” I also asked
her, “Do you plan with
other teachers?” She
replied, “not usually.”
My last question was,
“What part of  planning
is most difficult?” She
answered, “I want to
make sure the kids enjoy
the activity.”
The last teacher I inter-

viewed was Mrs. Jessica
Lamirande, who has
been teaching for three
years and is one of  our
fifth grade teachers. I
asked her, “How long
does it take you to plan?”
She replied, “Since I plan
the whole week at a time,
it takes anywhere from 3-
5 hours. Another ques-
tion was, “Do you plan
with the other teachers?”
She answered, “The fifth
grade teachers only plan
on demand writing to-
gether.” However, she
also said that during
summer break, she
meets with teachers from
two other schools
(Crofton and Pembroke)
to pace out their year.
Next, I asked her, “How
do you know what to
teach?” She answered, “I
use the Kentucky state
standards and the dis-
trict curriculum map for
pacing.” My last ques-
tion was, “What part of
planning is the most dif-
ficult?” She answered, “It
is hard to find or create
the activities to meet all
students’ needs and it
takes the most time.”
I learned that our

teachers plan a great
deal, and they all plan
differently. It was hard to
interview them, because
they were always busy
working on their lessons.
I think our Lacy teachers
are great and fun, and
I’m glad to be a student
at Lacy Elementary. 

Teachers and planning

BY TANNER BARNES AND CAMERON GALLY

There are many new faces at Lacy Elemen-
tary School this year and among them is our
school nurse, Mrs. Megan Kidd. She has been
a nurse for three years and previously
worked at Gateway Medical Center in
Clarksville. Mrs. Kidd works at Crofton Ele-
mentary on Mondays, Tuesdays, and a half
day on Wednesday. She works at Lacy a half
day on Wednesday, Thursdays, and Fridays.
We asked Mrs. Kidd what were some of  the

activities that she did each day. She told us
that she gives students medicine, sees stu-
dents that are sick, and gives shots to stu-
dents that need them. Many days she looks at
students’ ears when they have an earache,
and she takes students’ temperatures when
they are sick. However, Mrs. Kidd is always
available in an emergency when students
have been injured.
Since Mrs. Kidd is not here in the morning,

we wanted to know who would take care of

the students that needed help. Mrs. Kidd told
us that the Family Resource ladies, who are
Sharon Roberts and Marlene East, would
take care of  our Lacy students. Another job
of  Mrs. Kidd’s is to audit school charts on
each student at Lacy Elementary School to
make sure their shots are current. We also
asked her about the strangest experience she
had encountered at school with students. She
said that she had to try to take an eraser out
of  a kindergartener’s ear but she couldn’t get
it out, so the student had to go to the emer-
gency room.
Finally, we asked Mrs. Kidd how she liked

being a nurse. She said, “I like being a nurse
because I like to help people.” We also asked
her how she liked working at Lacy. She re-
sponded, “I like the staff  at Lacy. I am still
learning everyone, and I love working at the
school.” We love Lacy Elementary too, and
we’re glad and excited that Mrs. Kidd is our
new school nurse.

The New Lacy Elementary nurse


